Week 3: Dream, Develop, Deliver: The story of Joseph

Big Question: What would you do, if you were absolutely confident that God was with you?

Genesis 42 (NIV)
“And the Lord was with Joseph”

Genesis 41:53-57

53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, 3 and the seven years of

famine began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole
land of Egypt there was food. 3 When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to
Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”
56 When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and
sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. 57 And all the world
came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere.

Genesis 42:1-3

1'When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you just keep
looking at each other?” 2 He continued, “I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there
and buy some for us, so that we may live and not die.” 3 Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went
down to buy grain from Egypt.

Genesis 42:6-8

¢ Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its people. So when
Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. 7 As soon as
Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly
to them. “Where do you come from?”” he asked.

“From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.”

8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him.

Genesis 45:3-4

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?”” But his brothers were not
able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am
your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!



Genesis 45:5
5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because
it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

¢ God may have been silent, but He is not absent!

Genesis 45:8
8So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.

Genesis 45:9-11

? Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made
me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 1° You shall live in the region of

Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all
you have. ' T will provide for you there...’

Genesis 50:15-20

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 “This is what you are to say
to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating
you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their
message came to him, Joseph wept.

18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they
said.

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? * You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good...

® You will never experience all the good that can come from the bad in your life until you’re
first willing to acknowledge that God was with you in the bad; and then refuse to play God
when they’re good!

What would you do if you were absolutely confident that God is with you?



